
















Title: New Ground II             The Ohio State University 
Course DNCE 760.02       Department of Dance 
Credit Hours: 5 hours                                   Professor Norah Zuniga-Shaw 
                         Dr. Matthew Lewis 
Class meeting: 2 2-hr lab + 8-15 hrs of outside lab research per week                    
Email: zuniga-shaw.1@osu.edu and mlewis@accad.osu.edu 
 
I. Course Description: 
The foundation for this interdisciplinary seminar is collaborative, project-based study. 
The New Ground cycle is an advanced seminar that brings students into a learning 
laboratory. The goal of this ongoing cycle of courses is to foster innovation and the 
creation of new knowledge in the engagement of the body, site, and technology (in 
theater, dance, music, art, design, computing, architecture, communications and other 
allied fields). The specific subject of study responds to new opportunities and 
technologies as they emerge. Regardless of changing content, all work in the class is 
framed by a theoretical, philosophical, and creative engagement with the material. 
Students work with faculty over two or three quarters to generate new knowledge and 
creative outcomes. 
 
With a solid foundation in the theory and aesthetics of technologically mediated arts 
practices, New Ground II students move on to apply these concepts in a creative 
laboratory. Drawing on resources and ideas from several disciplines students will 
explore the processes of collaborative design for performance production in non-
traditional environments. The process-oriented lab allows both concepts and hands-on 
experiments to emerge from the interests of the group thereby evolving over time in a 
studio setting. The final outcome of New Ground Lab II is a collaboratively created arts 
and/or performance project.  
 
II. Course Objectives: 
At the successful completion of the NGII, the student will demonstrate: 

• An understanding of the need for and potential of informed selection of 
interactions between spatial configurations, media, and choreography; 

• The ability to design an interactive parameter and to grasp the unstable balance 
between choreography of visual forms/movement, live processing, and mixing 
visual and audio information and unpredictable feedback; 

• The ability to understand the profound and subtle ways that interactive media 
and the interface itself, by defining how we perceive and navigate in actual time, 
shape our experience of that content.  

 
III. Course Content and Procedures: Winter/Spring 2006 

 
During the first quarter we built a strong foundation in the field of interactive performance 
and some of the theory and history underlying creative work in the field. We also began 
to explore improvisation and embodied performance in technologically mediated spaces 
and conducted hands-on work with video filtering and Max/MSP Jitter.  
 
This quarter we continue by increasing the hands-on experiences in the course driven by 
your stated interests. Attention will be given throughout the quarter to the dynamics of 
collaborative process, emergent structures and the evolution of performance projects. 
Readings, images, videos, and web sites introducing different approaches and ideas will 
be demonstrated throughout the course, students will learn via creating, experimenting, 



and discussions. We will begin by working with sensors, wearable technologies, visual 
media and jitter processing capabilities and will determine additional workshops as 
needs arise. Students will lead exercises and workshops when called upon by the group 
to share their expertise.  
 
Active and engaged participation in every class is essential for success in the class. 
Students will also be graded on their contributions to the group’s materials i.e. Readings 
and URLs etc.  Students will be provided with technology resources with which they will 
be expected to design and show a number of prototypes building toward the final 
collaborative performance. We will review and critique the prototypes in class. Peer to 
peer support is encouraged.  
 
Throughout the course students will contribute to a class blog to which they will post 
relevant discovered resources, participate in ongoing discussions every week. In 
addition, each student will write two summary posts during the quarter (to be assigned 
the first week of class). 
 
To register a documented disability, please call the Office of 
Disability Services (located in 150 Pomerene Hall) at 292-
3307; or 292-0901 TDD, and notify the professor. 
 
IV. Requirements and Evaluation: 
Students must demonstrate satisfactory achievement of course objectives through 
fulfillment of course projects and by contributing to class discussions and critiques. 
Course evaluation will be based on the following: 
      
    Prototype Showings and Critique Sessions:    30%   
    ACCAD Open House:         5% 
    Final Performance:        15% 
    Class Participation: 

Active involvement in labs, leadership  20% 
Readings, discussion, content contributions  10% 
Weekly blog responses and dialogue   10% 

 Blog Summaries (2):     10% 
 
V. Grading Policy: 
All students are required to be on time and in attendance for every class. Students 
arriving to class more than 10 minutes late will be counted as absent. Two absences will 
lower a final grade by 1/3 of a letter (an A to an A-, an A- to a B+, etc.), three absences 
will lower a final grade by one full letter (an A to a B, etc.), and four absences will result 
in failure of the course. 
  
Adherence to deadlines is expected. It is the individual student's responsibility to keep 
track of deadlines and to present the work to the class and instructor on the specified 
dates. 15% per day will be subtracted from late assignments. Technical problems will 
happen frequently during the quarter and students may have trouble accessing 
resources during "prime time" hours. Students must make their own arrangements for 
overcoming these difficulties and submitting work on time.  Students should plan their 
time and work to anticipate the technical hurdles that are part of the profession. 



  
Academic Misconduct (rule 3335-31-02) is defined any activity which tends to 
compromise the academic integrity of the institution, or subvert the educational process. 
Please refer to rule 3335-31-02 in the student code of conduct for examples of academic 
misconduct. 
 
 
 
VI. Grading Scale: 

 B+  87-89 points C+  77-79 points D+  67-69 points 
A 93-100  B 83-86  C 73-76  D 63-66 
A- 90-92  B- 80-82  C- 70-72  E 62-0 
 
VII. Required Texts: 
 
To be determined by the interests expressed in the class. As each reading is agreed on 
it will be posted online and will at that time constitute a requirement.  
 
Bibliography: 
Check course website, wiki, and blog for evolving bibliography 
http://wiki.accad.ohio-state.edu/legacy/wiki.pl?NewGroundCourseWiki 
 
http://accad.osu.edu/~mlewis/NewGround/ 
 
http://emmanewground.blogspot.com/ 
 
 
If this course is taught in the evening, student escort service is available via 292-3322. 



VIII. Topics and Assignments: 
 
Week 1:  
Tuesday, 3/28: Intro and discussion 
Thursday, 3/30: Sensors and Max/MSP/Jitter workshop 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 2: 
Tuesday, 4/4: Surveillance (Foucault and sample URLs, ideas and brainstorming) 
Thursday, 4/6: Discuss group process, working groups 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 3: 
Tuesday, 4/11: Mediated performance in EMMA workshop 
Thursday, 4/13: Mediated performance in EMMA showing 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 4: 
Tuesday, 4/18: workshop topic TBD 
Thursday, 4/20: showing 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 5: 
Tuesday, 4/25: workshop topic TBD 
Thursday4/27: workshop topic TBD 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 6: 
Tuesday, 5/2: workshop topic TBD 
Thursday, 5/4: workshop topic TBD 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 7: 
Tuesday, 5/9: workshop topic TBD 
Thursday, 5/11: workshop topic TBD 
ACCAD Open House, Friday, 5/12 4pm 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 8: 
Tuesday, 5/16: workshop topic TBD 
Thursday, 5/18: workshop topic TBD 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 9: 
Final presentation prep 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Week 10  
Final presentation prep 
Sunday 5pm: weekly blog postings due 
Finals week (June) 
Group Presentation  
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